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"HE :ootdliids of the Bap wy Church, Sf 


this place, againſt me, which ace here pul! 
liſhed to the world, are, I think, a ſufficient apg- 
logy in the 'eye of every perſon of candour af;F J 
generoſity, for uſing the right, which I havet ix”; 
eommon, with all other ſubje&s of this Commoſts. | 
wealth, of expoſing my ſentiments i in print... & ; 


Hap l obtained that juſtice from them, w kg 
I conceived to he due to the truth of my 

I ſheuld have never troubled the publick ith my. 
Concerns ; but'as they will ſee by their own vo 6 
that 1 was denied'a hearing on particular art; 
of their charges againſt me, I thought it no mpr 
than a duty which [ owed to myſelf, to may ; 


ſolemn appeal tothe world, 
ex will give himſelf the pain$to_ 
heir proceedings, he will find ro *he 
principal com plain againſt me was this : ; The + 


perverted and"m {repreſented the doctrines] 


/ wa ciples of Mr. Gaic. Now to clear ay rf by 


4 voy endeavoured to. 
icf & oihy om his literal -w VOTradas, 
meaning cou be no other than w 
ed, 1 have not "4056 taken u 
controverſy bet thoſe cp mere 
upon Mr, Edwards's plan, and: others z bat 
icu $s of it as relate to ry 
C and myſelf, moet 
der.. will excuſe any 1 hoy -_ 
ment of the er mama the 
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wipg is the genuine produQtion of a man i 
plain unlettered ſenſe, who takes no other guide 
reaſon; and the holy ſeriptures, 1 with that 
| this. imperfe&t attempr to. vindicate the attributes 
of the Deity fromthe afperſions thrown on them 
by Mr. Hepkins and others, may provoke ſome 
| abler..pen {to-do juſtice to the, ſybjet ; more 
elpecially fince the. perfeQtions of God, the caulc 
| of religion, ard. the intereſts, of yirtue and mora- 

lity depend on the eſtabliſhment of prineiples di- 
rectly oppolite, . | © 4 
1 gave cautiouſly ' avoided any attack on their 
charaters or morals. It is the thing not the per» 
fon, which 1 mean to expoſe, God: knows I bare 
bour: no malice againit--any of: them, and wiſh 
fincerely | for their convidtion and reformation 
from thoſe errours in dodripe, which arc very dan+ 
gerous to their own ſouls, and pernicious to the 
peace and happineſs of 1ociety. - | 

S7 JAMES MORSE. 
' Medfield, Fun? '21, 1785. 


P. S. The reaſons why this publication hath 
been ſo long delayed are theſe, —In the firſt place, 
I have made ſeyerat attempts to obtain juſtice in a 


-Ia the ſecond place, I was in hopes, when their re- 
Tentments were allayed in ſome degree, they would 
-have been generous enough to have granted me 
that juſtice, of their own motion, which they deni- 
..ed to my carneſt ſolicitations, * x 
2 22,7.77 oþ dhe 


Jeſs difagreeable way,than' a publick controverſy,—, 
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of Christ in Medfield was defired to tarfy 
after public worship, when a Complaitt 
was read against' Brother James Morte liga- | 
ed by Bro': Abner Bullard, as foilows, © - q -_ 
"To the baptist Church of-Christ in Medfield  * 
of which I the ſubſcriber am a member, DAe.. 
Brethceren Wheras I am grieved & burdened: at 
the diſorderly walk of our Bro': James Mort , I- 
deſire in this way to laybefore You my matte of 
grievance, ſecing 1 have repeatedly attempted tg a+ 
bour with him-upon it, bork between us alone, & 
also with others, My Complaint is that said 
ther miſrepreſents & perverts the Ideas & DoQrmes 
profefied & preached by the Paſtor of thisChuſyh 
and as held by myſelf & other members of thi 
Commanion, particularly as to Gads deerees &} 'be- 
attonement, 10 as that he declares our Paſtor be os 
and preaches that God i the author of fin. |. iut 
theſe Ideas we hold are Contrary to y* ſcriptgye 
& often have declared unto him, we utterly abt 
them. Now Bretheren as y* ſcripture ſaith ** E 


L.- day Nov'; 22 1782. The baptiztChurch 
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can two walk together exceept they are agree] 

If our Paſtor does teach that God is y* "authae « 

Sin, 1 defire he may be examined & diſcipliggd ; T 

if he does not, I requeſt that this Brother I in ? 
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- The Bretheren whom I have defired to af} me 
in this labour are; Brathers Pelatiah Morſe, Aſa 
Maſon & Benj': Boiden, who can inform into the 
_— -s 


: Walpole Nov”: 22. 1983.” Ahner Bullard.': | 


© After ſome converſation on the ſubjeR, as it was 

not convenient totarry long, it was moved .& urged 
to appoint a future day to Conlider this Complaint, 
Jt znd-that our Bretheren who live out of Town be 
$M defired to attend, '** As jt was put to Mr: Morſe to 
4: bx the time, & he utterly refuſed, it was propoſed 
for the Church to do it, & adjourn; accordingly it 
was "voted t6/ niect the 1ſt: "of December at 9 

0'Clock at y*; _— pſd: :252-7 5 24 


Monday Dece": 1* :; The Chh; met at the Paſ- 

tors houſe”; TP te meeting by prayer, & pro- 

ceeded to buiſnels'— Mr." Morſe having allowed 
that Mr: Bullard had taken'the private ſteps with | 
the: Bretheret* named, in a regular manner, the | 
Church attempted to go on, but having ſpent ſes 
veral houts to no purpoſe, as'Mr. Morſe would go 
from one thing to another, & could not be kevee ky 
the' point, it was moved to nominate ſomeMiniſt l 
of a Siſter Chutch'”to'adviſe ' with us, & at = 
Moderator as'the Paſtor is'fo far intereſted | in this 
affair. Mr.Morſe freely conſented. Mefs'*:"$kill- 
man & Backus were nanied, & in' Caſe y* former 
fails voted-to ſend for the latter: Voted to =djourh 
until ſuch-time as either of them can attend, and : 
that the Church be notified —_— : 
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mongst ourselves z- and\if M': Morse dislijked*M:: 


i FAY 
Dece:: 23. The Chh: met according to adjoug 


% 
ment. þ 
The Complaitt. was | read; and- the reaſons. to 


Said reasons are as follows, ; 
” The Reaſons I have brought” 


vate way with Bro't Morse as" fare za 
as he has broken y* agreement into which he =& 
tered 1ast ſummer respeCting our difficulties, 4 
part of the agreement then made was, that all x 
was past ſhould be buried ; there were to' be; 
flings, no reflexions, nor were w2 to mention'any 
thing relating to'the affair to any one, or even'a- 


Gair he was to go to him alone about it, ane' not 
ſay any thing only. to him first, & alone.'| And 
on y* following account I conſider Brother EO 
as having acted contrary to it. 
He declared to me in October that ®M': x 
& 1 wouid lie to hutt his charaQter ; I the! T 
how can you fit down with M'; Gair at y* 
Table,? He replied he did not fee how he Edu 
Consiſtently, At.the ſame time & place 
he had opposed - the whole Church while 
gone into rhe countery,and that M'; Gair. : 
be casy, but must bring it into the pulpit thy 
lord's day where nobody could nw wm; 
ns 
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'® I wonld not have the publick thiok 

for he hs, ſince the cenſure, made me publ | 
for his unfriendly attewpts in ſayiag I was guilty 
ſpeaking, | Th 


[$8] 
Tifferent times afterwards I attempted :to labour 
with him, & took two Bretheren, 
-,* Amongsr other: things;I now alledge ap gainſt bim 
T laboured on what he ſaid above ; - ind, 1 don't 
want to ſay any thing about M': Gair's Iyiog, I 
want to Have thematter ſettletl. with you. The 
#oſtance' M*; Marſe nathed of our lying: was; it 
Aaying before Meſs': Skillman & Stillman; the 
Church was — with him; when they were 
not Having done what-1 viewed:my duty in a 
te Conrſe-of labour: Fhadno other way than 
t0 lay the afﬀfaic all ot it before'the Charch, " Bron 
Morſe allowed-at our laſt Church tmeeting, that I 
brought-this regularly! to/ the Church, And be» 
Hides hi above.reaſons toiſhew he has broken the 
agreement, I will add what'at the fare time faps 
potts my Cotnplaint as to misrepreſenting the Pas» 
tor.”  Bro'tMorse faid to Bro's Henery Plim 
”M:: Geir has dropped the Hophrintonian princi 
fince M* Skillman' was here, bat now he has 
Into the *® Arminian doctrine”, When Bro':Plimp® 
ton: was called to ſpeak to this at the laſt Church 
meeting, not -ovly M': Morse did not deny it, but 
repeated it-before y* Bretheren,' ” He is an Armi« 
nian &cc, 'and appeated to a ate 'fermon. The 
Reaſons I bring to ſupport my' Complaint besi 
what M': Morſe: faid- to M'; Plimpton | | 
the Church as to: y*:. Charge of Arminiaſms are, 
repreſenting that M': Gair laid it down, that nt; 
© a2 7 I _ & that _rhicre_ In no. 


Fed KTIRP paſſed atfer the E944 was brought, 
could not be the reaſon of it, J. > 
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_ Morse As Mason, &M':- Mason, he faidM": 3k 


. will is always done, ſo M'; Gair holds, & mylc 


('9'] I 
vf divine energy in faith; when preaching fron © 
ont, ” this is y*;: "work of God that ye bets. 
* \j-; Cutler, & M': Maſon attempted at y*:. 
time toſhew him his error in tuch a repreſentati 
of the ſermon, this was dire&ly after divine: (er 
at M'; Gair's houſe, & © 
"after the C {a 


respeCing y*: over] nfy of God, in Providench fo 
Redemption, *' I will work, & who. ſhall leg 
Tsaih 43 & 13,” was y*; text. Bro': Maſon heat 
WIT cf lay * M': Gair does hold God is y*: authabot .. 


Another time in y*: hearing of Bror; Pela ah 


© Another Inſtance was direQly. 


when preaching from y*: text, * Thy kingd#t 

come, thy will be done, b laid down hat we arc 
to. be ſo reſigned to y*; will of God, as 'to have \zo 
fort of mourning in any condition, for: all wh ch 
befalleth us is Gods will ; therfore M's Ml, SE 
ſays, *” as God has a ſecret & revealed will, & Bi 


& all the Hopkintonians, let us do what we wills: 
glority God, if we keep his law,or brake it we'g} 
rity him” "This. is proving y*; will. & decree; pf 
God by the works of. y*: Devil, I dont like futh 
reaſonings.” Bro'z Morse repeated the ſame all 

at the dast Church meeting. *. 
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* | only ſhowed Mr. Cutler the text,und afced bis oy 
it, without ſiying zoy more ups” ir that — woe: oe 
IF 


deny the ſubſtance andſpirit of this CY 
yer to my kgowledge it, 


( 10 ] 
At another time he perverted & miſrepreſerited 
M-: Gair- in a ſermon on the attonement, | The 
text was” Glory to God in the highest &c.”” He 
faid thatM', Gair preached that ”'Chriſt did not die 
to ſave ſmners, and that a late pamphlet written by 
M': Emmons holds out the fame,” & Mr; Gair 
likes . that book, The rey'; M': Semands & M': 
Mason were present, as he repreſented the matter, 
M : Semands ſaid, *” M'; Gair has not that to dis- 
pute with me but the Apoſtle.” but when M”:; 
Mason & I told -how it was, he replied that he 
fully agreed with M': Gair, & us, As M'; Morse 
ſee that we took him up for making M : Gair an 
offender for words, he ſaid ”” I am not for his 
particular words, it is his Ideas,” Alſo before rev 
Mr: Stillman & M': Boiden, M': Morſe repreſerit- 
ed the Church & M'; Gair, as *” denying the at- 
tonement and holding we are justified by ſupreme 
love.” They both attempted to ſhew his error 
to him, & how hurtful ſauchCondu@t would prove 
to the Church. Ms; Boiden algo added, ”* You 
are abuſive to ſay ſo, & yet ſay nothing of it 
when members are received as all have liberty to 
fpeak & ask Queſtions” LE 
The above reaſons were voted valid, & as fully 
fupporting the Complaint, after ſeveral hours de- 
'bate. [The ſeveral Votes paſſed this 23 of De- 
cember were by order of y*: Church ſentM*;Morſe] 
_Medfield March 6 1784. "The baptiſt Church 
met according to adjournment, & after looking 
to heaven tor direQion proceeded-to-buisneſs.* 
The votes & tranſattions of the laſt meeting 
'were read, & allo the complaint againſt Mr; Mn, 
Dr. 
| wn's 
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Mr: Morse Requeſted a copy of all the pad 
pers which relate to this affair, the Church rex, 
ſolved that he hag a right 'to a copy of the com, - 
plaint—all y*: Votes—and the ſeverat reaſons whicks! 
ſupport y*; complaint, voted accordingly that he\, 
be ſerved with them.,— + 

As at this adjournment, the buiſneſs of which 
was to hear his, confeſſion, - or rejet him, Mr 
Morse appeared unhumbled, & made many ath / 
tempts to vindicate himſelf, & go over what wag 
cloſed at the laſt meeting ; as he railed againſt ug: 
& repeated various falſe accuſations againit th 
Church : the bretheren retired a few minutes, & 

took into Conſideration amongſt other thin 
wether it 15 adviſable to grant him Liberty tor: 

a Certain paper, which-hit deſired to do, & cop 

cluded to give him an opportunity, Afterward, 
; it was moved & ſeconded that two of the Br 
3 theren in conjunction with the Paſtor be choſen | | 
"1 - Prepare a ſuitable vote in reſpet to the buiſneſs 
Y this meeting, & that it be examined & paſſed 9 
morrow, as y*; meeting will be adjourned. 1 "4 

” | Voted and ChoſeBrotherPelatiah Morse, wird 3 | 
Benj*: Boiden; Voted to adjourn until to-morra, 7 
after Communion, — V 'Y 
Concluded with DIaYor ——— &; ; jo 

March 7th: After communion it was ment [- 4 
ned that = Vote which had been prepared & & 
amined now remained to be past, (Mr; M 
was not preſent,). After the obo nature, & af - 
feQing conhderations of this transattion now:; 
7 . be performed, in the view 'of holy Angells & ye 
b _ great Jehovah were opened, the following Vote Gas: 
=”: < 


1 
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read, » Wheras a complaint has beep brought to 
this Church againſt Brother James Morge by Bro»: 
ther Abner Bullard for -** miſrepreſenting & per- 
verting the Paſtor & the Church in our Ideas & 
principles as to Gods deerees & the attorement,” 
which complaint ſaid Brotz Morse has allowed be= 
fare the Churchiin the meeting of y*': 4": of De+ 
cember was brought after Bro*z bullard had.taken 
the regular ſteps in a private manner, the Church 
ſuppoſing-the fame, and as we have had ſeveral 
meetings to attempt. a goſpel ſettlement of this: 
orievance, and at the laſt meeting we reſolved, & 
voted that ”this Complaint is fully proved,” but: 
nevertheleſs concluded | to-wait @ /pace longer to 
ſee wether the offendingBrother would not repent, 
Revelations 2 & 21, in the: mean time the. Paſtor: 
hath viſited him, & ſeveral Bretheren: have re- 
peatedly  laboured and taken pains with-him- to 
no. purpoſe ; during which he hath neglecied 
public worship in any ſociety, hath continued to 
rail against the Church, and against the respeQable: 
Miniſter who was 1o kind as:to attend with us, at 
our request and M':; Morses *? free Content," and 
yet he remaineth. Obitinate &- incorrigable to our 
great greif and lamentation, resolved; that we con« 
ceive his temper & Concuct. thro all the proceſs 
of thi- labour with him is.comrary to the ſpirit 'of 
Chriſt; and that his behaviour in miſrepreſenting 
& perverting our [deas and thoſe of the Paſtors, is 
@ Prattice which tends to vain disputations, wrangs» 
ling, Contentions, & various dividors dangerous to 
the good of any Community, is @ Pr aftice contrary 
$0 an <xprels article of our Covenant which reterry 
t9 


fr 13: 1]: | Y 
to n good Converzation, atid is aPratice tegroah:! = 
ful to the Chriſtian profeſsion. 

And beivg direted Rom 46 & 17, 18 verſes; 
to "mark & avoid thoſe who Ciuſe divifions & | 
offences,” though "by their fair ſpeeches, & goody 
words they may deceive the bearts of the firnple:'$ 
Alſo we are told 4* Corin 1o-& 46 Yi any ma 3 
ſeemeth to be Contentious the Churches of Goax 
have no ſuch Cuſtom ;* and in: James 3 & 26 "In 
any man ſeem to be religious—and bridlerh not bKk- 
tongue—this was relizion- is vain 4 © | 

For the glory of God ; for y : Convition &. 
good of this proteſsor ; that the (criptural diſcipline: 
of the Church: may betnaintained'; ; and-that "os he: 
who finneth, may be rebuked/before all,that ctherty 
als may fear ” 1it Timothy '; & 20 ; We ther? 
fore, as in the fear of ' God. 60 by "the authority of 
Chciſt Matthew 14 & 175 vote' and: declare thi, 
the aforeſaid Brother [James Morſe is - no ' more: 
member of this Church, bat: as a diſorderly. Wal. 
ker-we- in this-public & formal manner withdray+ 
all fellowſhip from him; to us he is a ſtranger;1t 
has no right tothe ſpecial priviliges of thisCharct | 

This vote paſſed inthe Afirmanve by the fi 
of riſing up, which-is the uſual fign when me 
bers age reccived -—— '- 3 

Voted that «the Pastor ſerve M-:” Morſe with 
this PFOCECCINY moo >; 

Voted to diflolvethis meeting. f 

A-true Copy - © Thomas Gair 
Medfield March 15. 1784 = 
M::; James Morſe 
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That God 1s.not the Author of Sin, and that 
the Idea of a ſecret and revealed Will 


is ab furd, 


F3 is commonly obſerved by the diſciples of Mr, ; 
H., © That God hath decreed all the moral f 
evil which ever exiſted in the world ; that he 3 
hath a ſecret and revealed will ; that Adam and his 
poſterity who haye broken God's law ad jreely, © 
and are liable to puniſhment ; and yet glorifyGod, 
perform his benevolent deſigns, and bring about the 
greateſt good to the whole,'* They further add, 
« That the foreknowledge of God neceſſarily in- 
volyeh us in- this concluſion, and that to deny it 
would ſtrip him of his perfeRtions,”* 

- In anſwer to theſe ſentiments, I would aſk, By 
what means they have obtained this importagt in 
telligence ? Have they aſcended up on high, and 
penetrated the height of Heaven ? Are their minds 
ſo ſublime, as to fathom the abyſs of infitite wiſ- 
dom ? If the © will be ſecret, how do they then 
know it ? Or how can it be ſecret, when we hear 
RK declared to us ſo often from the deſk ? Surely 


dey are ill fitted for counſellors of- the cabinet 1, 
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. effe&t.” This, 1 anſwer,is proving the will ofGod by 


"divine law i a tranfeript of the Deity, and as far 
a5 it relates to finite creatures, a rule for their 


| law of heaven z and that God has determined $# 


ſcripture and its rules direaly contradictory to a fir | 
_ ful life ? It both equally tend to increaſe the genen: 


-  SEoa01 bj 
fince its evident they have ſhamefully-abuſed thi | 
confidence repoled in them. But perhaps they wil 
ſay, ** That they prove this ſecret purpoſe by thy, / 


the-works of the devil; fince it we may truſt thF: 
ſcriptures, all fin and wickedneſs are aſcribed to his 
influence over the hearts and lives of men? - & 

I noys thoſe gentlemen will not deny; that thx 
ſcriptures are an evident and unqueſtionable declas 
ration of the divine will, and are a rule and law br? 
which mankind are to 'be governed, - If they ad-: 
mit this ſentiment as true, it muſt follow, that thh 


ons, founded on his pleaſure. To obey the pre 
cepts of the ſcriptures, is to obeyGod, To att F 
greeably to them, is to fill up the relation we ſtar 
in to him, in a becoming manner, Now, how, -; _ 
it poflible we can glorify God by aCting contras.s 
to the law he hath given us? If fin be for his glorF; 


« follows, that to anſwer the purpoſes of our e#> 
iſtence, we muſt diſobey the known and reveak: 


govern his creatures by the impulſe of motives ay*: 
aQions, contrary to the expreſs rule of faith at | 
raQice which he hath given us to govern our liv 
ve For how can we glorifyGod, without aftinp 
agreeably to his mind and will? -And is not it 


, % 
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| Wikawy the devil tempted our firſt» parents,he 
Lina, Ye —_ (be \'@s Gods: wins good. and rol, 
»Mr. Hopk ins 'and | his. wers have mich! the 
- Tame argument, viz/ The world is: in much þ 
-» circumſtances than if Adam had not finned : : |for; 
2iadd they, ** If God hadinot foreſeen that fin was 
for the beſt; he would have: prevented ic,* "Their 
-teaſoning'therefore is contained: in the words of 
- the ſerpent. ' The devil propoſed that: man ſhould 
+Teceive-a:go0d frotn what his 'Maker had declared 
-to be-anevil, and” a (crime; to- be puniſhed with 


»dcath. and "they declare, that when we break the 


-haturaland moral law/of'/God, we add to his gloryy 
-and-accomplith his ral plan by which the Ute 
verſe is pion, ON” 

In anſwer to their objeion Founded npon/ the 
: foreknowledge 'of God, 1 would anſwer, Thar the 
-Deity made man free both in a natural and moral 
-Nenſe, and: in: that freedom his happineſs confiſts. 
It God had made him holy by necetiity, there had 
-becn neither praj/e nor Ham in his ations, The 
-very exiſtence of virtue, "in a rational way;depends 
- upon the pofſibility of being vitious. "Nor can we, 
bly to our notions of truth, conceive of any 
.other law by which intelligent creatures can be'go= 
-verned, 
BUT as our-ideas of this fubjef are extremely 
Aimited and confined, there +are but "two ſources 
-whence we can draw any probable conclufions -on 
this head :* The firſt, pis from the light of nature ; 
the ſecond, is from the. facred fcriptares, 


holy, wile, and good ; that all fin is oppoſite to his 
nature z/ 
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By the firſt, we areafJured, thatGod is co 
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nature ; that,as a moral Governour, he muſt be oh< +: 
liged to puniſh jt, for the lake of rfajntaining the'}: 
dignity of his character, From the diftates. of, 
reaſon we are taught the unfitneſs of fm. We: 
eannot commit it without doing violence to our! 
feelings ; nor can we be guilty of it, without re- 
morſe and anguiſh, and in many inſtances ſuffering 
puniſhment for it in this world. . If this ſenſe of + 
evil be implanted in us by our Creatof, .I would;s 
beg leaye to aſk, Whether the ſinner do not break Z 
the law of his nature ; and whethery if he breakg2 
the law of his nature, and peivert the defign andy 
end of his being, he can be {aid to glorify God, e- 
qually as if he were wiſe and good ? Now this muth 
be granted, if we admit fin to be a part of the di-: ' 
vine plan ; for the finner aQts agreeably to. his na. 
tare, and faithfully occupies the poſt allotted bing 
in the ſcale of beings, 4 ql 

As to the ſecond ſource whence we have our 

ideas of God, that is the ſcriptures, I think it is 102 - 
plain beyond all doubt,that they repreſent fin'as op=7? 
polite to the divine nature and law, that 1 ſhall notz® 
trouble my readers or myſelf with particular proofs x . 

Tax conſequence of each of theſe arguments is? 
this, That if fin be a part of the divine plan, an 

be for the divine glory, ** that God has given us a 
law, contrary to his ewn deſigns ;_ and deludes ng\* 
with a rule which he means we ſhould break ; and. 

overns us virtually by motives and impulſes. ts | 
that; very line of conduct which is contrary to his _ 
nature, to our happineſs; and his revealed will,” I 
defy the 'moſt ſubtile among then ta evade thed 
force of this concluſion. | = 
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And were this idea eſtabliſked beyond all 4onBf} 
T can ſee no blame in viee. Let a man commit 
murder, theft, or any other heinous crime, he as 


but according to the decrees of God, and the efta- 
bliked plan by which he goveras the + world, If 


they ſay,God has forbidden theſe ard other crimes, 


It may be anſwered, That he makes one law cons 
tradit another ; and that is by no means agreea« 
ble to a Being who governs with wildon” aud” fits 
neſs, os Ig 

1 am ſenſible that an objefion may be brought 
which deſerves fome attention; 1, e, * The- uni» 
verſe, being produced by'a Being: infinitely wiſe 
and good, mult of courſe be the refult of the high- 
eſt degree of wifſom, truth, and goodneſs z and 
therefore, whatever imperfe&tion there may be in 


the parts of it, according to our view of them, yet 


confidered as parts, they mult be beautiful and good, 
or Elſe the credit of the builder 18 diminithed, 
Hence natural and moral evil being /parts of the 


"divine plan, are right and fit in themſelves, and are 


eonducive to the beauty of the creation, and the 
#lory of its author.” 

— Tars ſentiment deferves the more weight, be- 
cauſe it appears to carry with it a plaufible regard 
for the divine honour, &c, | But yet, rthouch we 
grant" the principle, we deny the concluſion, Theſe 
gentlemen appear to me to have miſtaken the caſe 


man mind, 1 would therefore recommend to then 

this ſentiment from the Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 

9. 13,.14, 15, & 16th verſes ; For what man a be 
oo "a 


in their view of the matter, and to have attempted - 
ſubjects beyond the precin& and graſp of the hu-- 
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that gan | know the counſel of Cod? Or who con © 
think what the will of theLord is ? For the thoughts X 
of mortal men are miſerable, and their devices are 3 
but uncertain. For the corrupt ble bidy prefſeth 
down the /oul, and the earthly tabernacle weigheth | 
down the mind that mu'eth upon many thirgs, 4nd / 
bardly ds we gue's aright at things that are upoy; © 
the earth, and with labour do we find out the things + | 
that are before us ; but the things toat are in beg- \. 
ven who bath ſearched out ? | 
Was wu we talk of the univerſe, and conſider it 
as referring to the whole moral and intelligent cre- 
ation, we go beyond our knowledge and frength,'Z 
For how many myriads of reaſonable creatoures\ 
there are beſides man we know not ;_ nor whaty 
connexion they haye with ys, as parts of the ſame. 
ebole, we are utterly ignorant, To attempt tq-:_ 
ſpeak with 'politiveneſs upon the ca/e, would be ine 
ſolent and abſurd. All the conclufions we can; | 
draw are from that part of nature-which is unfold- {\ 
ed to our miad and ſenſes, For when one aſſerts, 
* That fin is for the geperal good ; becauſe it ig, 
for the advantage of ſome gnknown beings. ;** anos; * 
ther with equal probability may conjeQue, ** That? 
It injures them as much as it doth man,” The: 
whole argument is of courſe involved in a labys:-i 
riath ; ciouds and darkne/s cover it on all fides, -*.; 
 BvuT when we ule the term 4niver/e, we ſhould: 
conhne it to man, The queſtion then is, © Whe- 
ther patural and moral evi! be beſt for man upors 
the whole ? or whether man fulfl the purpoſes 'F 
heaven in commiting it ?'* 1n anſwer to which, LI. 
Would oblerve, alt, Ea God bath implante@ 
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| the mind a ſenſe of ſhame and remorſe, 
which naturally follows the practice of vice ; 
ard that ſelf-approbation and delight are the effeQs 
of virtue and piety, This 1s at leaſt a relative law 
by which mankind are governed, IF theretore fin 
be right in itſelf, there could be no ſhame or miſery 
in the commiſſion of it. But the contrary is |evi- 
dent, And if fin' be abſolutely agreeable to the 
will of God, it follows, that he hath trained up all 
his offspring to believe a lie. For his abſolute pur- 
poſes contradict the relative ſenſe of good and evil 
which he hath implanted in their minds, 1f we 
appeal to experience and commoa ſenſe tor a dects 
fion of this point, we cannot be long at a loſs. Do 
not all mankind feel the force of the principle we 
have deſcribed ? Is it poffible, even by the force of 
a contrary education, to root out the idea of perfect 
freedom in human a&tions ? We know it 1s not. 
Muſt we ,not therefore be forced to this copſe- 
quence, That this relative law is founded upon 
the principles of everlaſting truth and wiſdom ? 

Bur, Secondly, Can we luppolg the Deity to 
be the common Fath:r of the human raoe, and de- 
ficous of their happineſs, and yet that by arbitrary 
impulſes on their minds, and by an irrevocable de- 
cree, he forces them to ſuch a line of condutt here, 
as will make them vile and wretched in this world, 
and miſerable beyond all conception in the next ? 
What 2 contradi&ion'to the common ſenſe of man- 
kind ! How gloomy and horrid a delſcription of 
the divine nature ! For my own part, before 1 
would ſubſcribe to it, I would take ſanftuary in 
atheiſm itſelf « For it would be better to'fay, as ihe 
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foob doth in bis heart, There is no God, than ta 
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{uppole that the world is governed by an almighty: | 
capricious Tyrant, who hath neceſfarily impoſed ups; 
on millions of his offspring a wretched being in” 
this world,and an endleſs driration of it inthe next; _ 
WHAT idea can be more oppoſite to reaſong$ 
than ** That ſin is for the general good of man ? E 
Let us conſider what are its known * and commo 
effets, By it death and a long train of natural/} 
and moral evils are introduced into the world ; by Y 
which meaus all pait ages have been g-oaning un, 
der bondage, By it we ſee fickneſs; pain and pox | * 
verty annoy the human ſpecies, which finally eral. 
the image of God with the duſt, By it we ſee a®© A 
thouſand vices reigning in the heart and expreſſed. . 
in the life of man, By it we ſee miſery in innu+ 
merable farms throughout this warld,and the =] 
er part of rational nature ſuffering harp and terri- x; 
ble evils, which would have” been otherwiſe uns; 
known. And it we may belicve the ſacred oracles, # 
we muſt ſuppoſe theſe are but the ſmaller part off; 
the evils which ſin hath, generated. For we are! Ml 
there taught that there is a puniſhment dreadful 
beyond thought allotted to every iumpenitent P 
ner ; And confidering the ſtate of religion ay 
morals which now and in all paſt ages hath prevail-* 


ed among men, we mult ſuppoſe that a great part 
of them will ſuffer the wrath of God through. 


% ' 
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boundleſs ages. Can we affix the Tdea of conan Re 
good to ſuch great and general evil ? We might ' | 
with as much propriety pat a man-upon the rack, ? 


in order to convince him of the advantage of caſg. | 
and health, that lie might enjoy thera the better "4 44 
fame, © | = 


LF E 
AM fenfible there might be many other argu» 


ents.uled.onp this head ; but the faQts as. they | 
dg ny tated, mult. a ſo agreeable to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, that it would þe tref- 
pailing oa the time and patience of the publick to 
enlarge. and -4>46 - i» 121 EC... ME v9 YL k 
I 8KALL go on to the other objeftions which 
Mr.” G.avd the Church brought againſt me ; and 
for which they have cut me off from their charity 
and chriſtian communion.” At 'the fame time, 1 
ſhall take a curſory view of ſach points wherein I 
differ from them, as may be neceſſary to yive my 
geader a more clear idea of the merits of the cauſe, 


$8. C T' 10 Not. 
That the idea of Sufſbneſe being ſinfuh as 
” paintgined by Mr.” G, and the diſciples of 
Mr. Hopkins, 1s falſe and abſurd. 


"THE deſire of happineſs is a principle natural 

3 toall mankind, It therefore is a law of na- 
ture ingrafted by the hand of God, It is com- 
monly called the firſt kw of nature, or /elf-pre- 
fervation ; and is eſſential to the purpoſes of pre- 
ſent exiſtence. The variety of ations which dif- 
tinguiſh mankind, all terminate in a regard to theif 
own intereſt, The good man ſecks for happineſs 


Þ the Ways of _ virtue ;_ the wicked map, in the 
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pleaſures of fin; The former a&ts apreeably t& 
nature and its law : his actions are 'commendablex: 
The latter goes into the exceſſes of the ſenſes : ang 
is criminal. But wherein confiſts the'ctime'? Not: 
in being /e!#/þ j for they are both' equally"ſo; buf 
in ſeeking happineſs in the wrong road, which wit 
deſtroy it, inſtead of obtaining it. The good ma V 
follows the pnre, ancorrupted diftates of  reaſa : 
and religion, and thereby promotes his own hap 
neſs in the higheſt poflible degree., 
As to difinterefted love; there is' ho fach 
m"nature, The moſt (early manifeſtation of thy 
Deity to man was, that he * ſhould promote h_ 
happinefs by obedrence, and his miſery by rebels 
lion, Thefe motives were guarded with ſuch pe 
naltics, that man, not only from inclination, 
neceſfity, might be ſtimulated to ſuch' conduR 
would make him happy. -But can this be r 
ciled with ſupreme love to God ? I -atiſwer it can?- 
becauſe we may love God as a Creator,Gov 4 
and Father ; as a Being from whonr all oar haps; 
pineſs hath ariſen, and from 'whom, we 'expe& i 
will be continued, Our loye to God and our re 
ard to our own happinefs are principles ſo con; 
.nected, that the mind cannot ſeparate them ; not; 
can it be' done, without involving us in, errours and7 
impiety. The belief, that the glory of God is prox : 
moted by the virtue, piety, and happineſs .of hid 
creatures, is one of the fandamental principles aff. 
natoral religion, and is corfirmed every where ig: 
the facred ſcriptures. | .. © 
Berore we diſmiſs this head, we ſhall anſwe | 
one or two of the moſt material objeaions, 


wad — LY | _— 


a 


2 


firſt is; © That the inſignificant ſate-of man; the 
& infinite diſtance between hisMaker and himſelf, 
t js of ſuch a kind, that it implies an obligation 
* gpon him to think meanly of himſelf and ho- 
* nourably of others : That this temper is an 1um- 
* portant branch of true religion., This they il- 
* luſtrate by this familiar obſervation : *As a drop 
© of water to a generous ſtream, ſo ought man to 
* conſider himſelf before the whole family of his 
« fellow-creatures.” _ + 

_ BvrT let us very briefly examine this argument, 
'The greatneſs or the ſmallneſs of an object can 
only be conſidered by compariſon, Man, confi» 
dered as a part of the univerſe,cven vpon therr own 
plan, is perfect; It is only in a comparative view 
then that he appears mean or inſignificant, As a part 
of the works of God, he ought to reverence himſelf, 
As a being deſirous of happineſs, he cannot but love 
himſelf, Therefore to purſue and conſult his own 
happineſs, by adhering to the laws of his nature, is 
Hot wrong z nor can we affix the idea of fin to it, 
unleſs we mean to cenſure the law of God, written 
in the human heart, as unfit and finful. TheDeity 
having connected ſelf-love ſo intimately with our 
frame, we may conclude, that there is no crimina=» 
Iity in it ; becauſe, by conſulting our real happi- 


- 


nineſs, we obey his call, 

Bur here let us make adiftinion between ſelf- 
love which is part of the efſence of man,and a groſs 
ſervile temper which ſacrifices all conſiderations 
to its temporal intereſt,, The. patriot dies for his 
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'* Sec Mrs, Hannan Avans's Compendium, 
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Evuntry ; the martyr, for his religion ; the gens. 
rous man expends his fortune in private charity, | 
the pious man reje&s the pleaſures of ſenſe 2 yes. 
ſill all theſe are guided by ſelf-love, though wg- 
grant that it is purified and refined by virtue. - Fo 
were there no fame and glory for the patriot, -n6:; 
heaven for the martyr, no -applanſe or- ſatisfaction 
for the generous man; nv. ſelt-approbation for the: 
man of piety; there could be no- ſufficient mos: 
tives for their ſeyeral virtues, As therefore Gogz 
Has ſo cloſely conneRted virtue with weecelt, let n ons | 
man put them aſander. > 

AND is not the diſtintion os to common 
ſenſe, at the firſt ſight, between ach actions as wiP* 
have deſcribed;and thoſe which ecommonly call; 
| ed ſelfiſh ; ſuch for example, as a_ man's ſacrificing 

his truſt for a paltry ſum-of money, betraying. hit. 
friend; with-holding his @bſtance from the poor: 
&c ? Is it right-to claſs two principles under one 
head, when the one leads human natfice to the highs : 
eſt poſſible gloty and dignity, abd the other dei, 
ws man TIS the bratal creation ? £ 
Taz appears no ſentiment more ſhocking,tg' 
the feelings of humanity, and the common ſenſe 
of mankind, than this, ** That it is neceſſary, in ors; 
der for converſion, that a zood man ſhould be wil:;; 
ling to be damned for the glory of God !'% The# 
bracles of truth inform us, that-no man.ever yet bath; 
ed hbjs own fleſh, but loverb and cheriſheth if, Cay: 
@ man be contented to ſuffer the-terrible puniſhs:. 
ments of hell, becauſe it.is the pleaſuge of his Crea«'. 
tor? Is it poflible for him to renounce the teelingg: 
of nature, and once its firſt principles } The-. 


\> 
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foa6'7 
wery affertion'.would deferve no other confutation 
than a ſmile of contempt; if it did not fill the mind 
with -horrour at the groſs impiety and wickednets' 
of it. Beſides, the mild and merciful diſpenſation 
of the goſpel, repreſents the Deity in a very diffe- 
Point of view z as graciizs and long-ſuffering ; flow 
fo anger, and" of abundant kindneſs ;/ not witleng' 


bat any ſboud periſh, but chufing rather that they 
ſtoul& return, repent, and mg Whereas the idea” 


of his being glorified by fin,and'by the puniſhment 
of lingers, and his requiring the good man tobe 
willing tc ſuffer for his glory, 'without-auy - volun» 
tary fault, pitures him asan almightyTyrant,more 
Eruel and 1fanguinary than Molock, and:more malt»' 
cious in” his defigns than even Satan himſelf :- For, 
according to Mr, H. the firſt is the efficient - cauſe, 
the laſt only the neceflary efteR, 


OE I LA __ 


$-E-C T.10 Nr 


Some few Remarks on: the diſtinfion | uſed by 
Mr. G. concerning God's decreeing' Sin,ant 
ill not beang. the Author of Sin. 


['N order to convey @ clear idea of the ſubjeR, it 
will be proper to'define each-of the words, 


An Author,” according to-the common accepta« 
tion of the word, means a founder, a contriver, of 
Gp 


Iyentor of any defign which by and of himſelf, 


| Wyentor 
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gr through the influence of others, he is able 
bring to paſs, The inventor of a book is called af 
aethor ; becauſe tuch and ſuch ideas are put toges; 
ther by his contrivance and deſign, The man whey 
pe a city, or a houle, is called. the author of it :. 
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auſe he gave diretjons in what manner it ſboule* FT 


be erected. The man who plans a forty of go 

vernment raay be called the author of it ; | 
cauſe'the f_ of it and the laws 'are owing to 
fyttem which he framed and adopted, 
any one who deſigns or cauſes a' /b;ng,may be call 
ed the author of itz. becauſe. its otigin, nie ani bh 
progreſs a are owing tg the lame caule, 


A Deer EE is a law, or order, which the being 
who commands defigns ſhould' be put into execu= 
tion. It 'is the effec of 'a wilt jn the Governourg 
that the governed ſhould obey. 
tothe laſt degree; to ſuppoſe a ſupreme authority: 
ſhould enatt a fatute, and not- intend that ſtgruret | 
ſhould be obeyed. Whatever a ruler decrees, he 
tiot' only therefore autoorizes, or licences, but 
commands under the penalties of Gitobedienink 
Now'let the reader apply theſe definitions to _ 


caſe in hand. 


oy 
p 


- Ty"God decried Gia; ax Mr. G.- and thoſe i 


his ſe will allow, 1 would beg leave to aſk, Why*. 
he may not be called the author of it'?'To lay therg-r 


238 


is a decree without an zuthor, is as ablurd as to, fay;is 
there is an effe& without a cauſe. Is not the = yt 
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lc would be abturd;; . 
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goodneſs of the Deity in governing the natural agd 
moral world ? 1t then God thought,that fin was 
neceflary for the common; good, of the intelligenx 
univerſe, and of courſe decreed ic ; it was as much 
to all zntents arid purpoſes, his own work and dehign, 
@s it is that of the ſinner who executes it, or of the 
Evil ſpirit wha excites to. it, | Sid as 


+ NerTueR can 1' (ee; any other way of evading 
this conſequence, unleſs they will allow, 'that God 
1s not charged with forming the univerſe, but only 
with. the executive government of it. ;'or, on the 
other hand, with: only formipg or planning whilſt 
the execution of it was left wholly to inferiout 
beings, ' For either God.is,the author of.fio, if he 
decrees it ; or elſc he is not. the author of bis owg 
decrees, And if he be not. the author of them, 
would beg to know whois ? Thee diſtioions arg 
too nice ang ſubtile for me,' who am .a. plain; uns 
lettered man,and therefore I would wiſh that thoſe 
Who deal in them would inſtrut' me, ' To me I 
confeſs they appear. like the'notion 'of Mr. Murray 
reſpeQling the puniſhment of fi, ſeparate from the 
agent who commits it, 'Commoa leolſe rejects both 
notions as abſurd and falſe,” ' But 1 ſhall ' not at» 
tempt to enlarge upon this argument. To prove 
the ſfun' ſhines, or that the graſs is. green, would 
be difficulc, if attempted by mctaphaſice argue 
ments : though in order for convid1ion, all that a 
man bath to do 15 to open his eges, © © , 
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SECTION 


Some obſervations on the dorine of the Avi 
tanement, occaſioned by an aſſertion of Mr* 


Ge. © That Chriſt did not "come into the© 


world to ſave Sinners ;' but rather "pr& 
marily to magufy the La'w and ta mak 7X 
honourable.” BG 17 I CE OS bat 


'T muſt ever appear to a perſon who hath evet [i 


| but a flight and) tranſient knowledge of the hol; 
ſcriptures,that the main end and deſign of the com; 
ing of Chriſt into the world was to fatisfy*divin 
juſtice, and prepare a confiitent way for the pardogie 
and falvation of mankind. Look - into the Ole 
Teſtament,” and you will find numerous types and? 
figures by which this great ſacrifice was repreſents? 
ed. Examine the Prophecies, and they point hi 


out as; 2 Dcliverer..and Saviour... Search into, his; 


Y 


own account of himſelf, and you will hear him. 


declare, that he came to eek and to Jave that which 
was /oft., The character and dignity he ſuſtained,-* 


glory, and the expreſs image of bis perſon ; . in w 


any one ſuppoſe,that the only defign ofChriſt was ) 


magnify the law ; when any mere man; ſuch as a\- 


prophe or holy man, might have done. the ſame 2 F 
than a law 
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giyer (or one to obcy the law) degrade: 
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rendered it neceſſary that his cfrand ſhould be im - 
portant. . Hor be was the brightne(s.of his Father's: 


dwelt the fuineſs of the Gadbead budily. Now can i 


oth not. the idea” of confideribg him as-no morg;; - 


if. 29 3 


e idea of him;from what we have in the New- 
eſtament ?' And though we do not deny, that one 
t of Chriſt's oa. was  to.obſerve"the law of 
Ea: "and afford an example to mankind of perfect 
hofinefs and innocence; yet the main'end* of his 
comirig-on earth was to prepare the way for our 
Feconciliation with God. * 

-- BuT ig order to givei\my. reader a plajner view 
of the ſubje&, 1 would beg hin to attend to ſeveral 
arguments which I ſhall offer on this head. 

1. Taz fate of human Nature required a_vg- 
yiour,” T's 

1 *2. Tut plan'of eternal life is jay t& the 
Emp of the atonement. ' '\ 

+3," Rt plain and evident declarations of the 


Now!TeMamenr po por it beyond the poffibility'of 2 


hog r. : The oben boman nature requirt”a'Sayi- 
E 
ſever” 


rg who is tealy wiſe and juſt 
is inte creatur 


fd 0 the cir "he ideas'of nd an 
which he th opined iy our minds, Nap us'to 

Habs will” reward” the one, "and puniſh 
res ="The preſent” ftate*of human nature is 
metered. degenerate, continually expoſed” to fin; 


op res (foe oddneſs of God 
tn fe * , thus liable” to 
0 fr ee a akable miſery 
- StilFhis" 3 Broth Gaek 


*remionſtrate as 
wy. ing the” — * eſcape”; and' mock 
fereapint anni 


; 


» arid fryour; 
"muſt be riveatle to cachy 
vther, Now had-there been ng way for' the final 
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falyation of man, 2 great part 'of the offspring Fe 2" 
God muſt have periſhed :- and this would-have 


a cloud: and ſhatle on the creation. of God 
his glory and bonoar arc-magnified- by the. pro. 
gre(s Gf virtue and Happineſs in the-world. Theres"; 
fore,. to-ſolve all thete difficaltizs,:Chriſt: came into: 
the world,” ſuffered and died;: that we might: "bis" 
through him: by which means” we {ee juſtice-and: . 
mercy reconciled g &lory to God tn the ct wens'? 't 
On earth, and good. ani #0 men. 

IT would'be. preſumiptuous 443 us to fay,;that the'” 
ſipteme Being could not have deviſed another way - 
for the falvation of man than- Jeſus Chriſt-;* "Un-\. 
doubtedly: he might. - But it-is not for us to: 
trate the aby/s of infinite wiſdom, oft enfold-the'** 
counſels.of the Moſt High : For fecret pm tm} 

fo God : But 10 us buds our children'. it 13: revealed, | 
& That there is nv other name given under beavers \, 
—_ men, "wbereby they may be Javed, but by Feſus'7 
C re Th (5 

1x we were ſaved by the tara and' & 
of the. Deny, without the interpoſition-.of the Sa»). 
viour,- what end or purpoſe could: his: coming into 
the world: anſwer ?: Ic might have , been- equally : 
confittent with: goodneſs. to have ſaved wicked mes -- 
without the ſacrifice of an innocent life,as with-it., 0 
For, . according to their ideas, moral aQion- has no 
concern in the caſe z- there being no other cauſe for 
the-ſalvation of ſome, and the deſtruction of thet A 
greater; part than a decree of the Author of -na= 
tore ;- which, if he be. all-powerful, could have 7: 
taken place without the death- of Chriſt x fince-it - 


on frm ene deſtroy men with | 
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the forms of law and juſtice than without them? | 
_ 2. Bur 1 haſten to the ſecond argument which 1 
ſhall uſe on this point, i, e. The plan of eternal 
life held up in the Goſpel is agreeable to our idea 
diE-mheatonement,” TT 

- Taz main requirements held up in the Goſpel 
are theſe } An aſſent to the great truths of natural 
religion {5 A belief on the 
Chriſt; as. repreſented in the New Teſtament : A 
proper and rational depehdente on his merits : A 
fincere endeavotit to conforth to his laws, 

As to the firſt of theſe heads; I conceive it to be 
plain beyond the power of conttadiQion ; fince the 
Goſpel goes'upon the vyety ſuppoſition of the being 
of aGod,and of 4 ſtate of rewards and puniſhments: 
He that cometh to God mult belixve that be is, and 
that be is the rewarder of thoſe that diligently [eek 
him, 

Ix order to convince my readers of the truth 
and juſtice of rhe fecond of theſe obſervations, I 
would refer them to thoſe few but expreflive paſ- 
ſages" of the'New Teſtament, 1ſt Joha v, 1. #ho- 
Joever believeth that Jeſus is the Chrift; is born of 
God. Again, iii chapter, 22d. verſe, This 7s his 
commandment, that we (hould believe on the name of 
' bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, 

Is a word, look over the whole Goſpel, and 
you will find the ſpirit and meaning of theſe afſer- 
tions demonitrated in the cleareſt and the moſt 
ſignificant language, beyond the poſhbility of | a 
queſtion. 'So that - to found our hu Y of 
happineſs on any other grounds than the merits and 
death of Chriſt, is building, as the Apoſtle terms 
It, upon wood, hay, ſtubble, &c, 3. 1 
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4. cor nowto the laſt thing on which Iſhatt 


hte 1, ©, The plain and evident declarations ol Y, | 


New Teſtament reſpeQting the. atonemeq { 
* prove, that the main and ultiinate end of Chriſt” ; 
errand into the world was to ſave {inners, 
Heee I ſhall ooly tranſcribe a few paſfages ' © 
the [criptures,and leave my reader to make his ow: { 
comments upon them. As itt Timothy i. 159 
This1s @ faithful ſaying ana worthy of all acceptas” 
on, that Jeſus Chrift came into the world to Jade 
y 15 i Per. iti; : 8, ForChrift alſo bath once jur\ 
fered for fns, the juſt for the wnjuft, that be migh 
bring us to God, 'Ephefians ji. 13. But now p 
- Jeſus Chriſt, ye who ſometime were ajar tf, are: 
made 'nioh by the blood of Chriſt : for be is ja. 


dawn the middle wall of partition between us ; hav 
m#ng aboli/hed in bis fleſh the law of commandments, 
contained in ordinances, jor to make in himſelf of: 
warn, one new man, fo making peace ; and that; 
be might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
groſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby : and came 
and Predtbed peace to yoll who were afar of, and 
to them that were nigh. Now therefore ye are ol 
more /irangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 


with the /aints, and bouſebold of God. f 


I AM ſenſible that many more patſages might 
be brought in favour of the propoſition laid down ;*; 
bur"theſe mult be Tofficient to convince any, Exs ja 
cept thoſe who are wilfully prejudiced, and who |: 


peace who hath made both one, and bath broken | 


will not belreve what our Saviour ſaith of himſelf, : I 


That be came to ſeek and 10 ſave that which was I 


lo/t, j 
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” © *Tqus I have ventured humbly to-lay my ſen2 
> _ —Uments betore the publick upon thoſe points, for 
Which I was ſutpended trom the Haptiſt Church, 
-— _, Thaye not gone over with all that 1 ſuppoſe mizhe 
= -  Þe urged on this ſubjet, I am ſtnfible 'of the 
__ :-- x diladvintages of my educatian, and therefore” beg 
- - ; the candour of the publick. ' © 0 
E -.. T9 truth, to comman ſenſe, and to the (acr 
<< ſcriptures, I 'make my appeal. ' I ſhall not-protra& 
- . this diſpute, being conſcious that things of this-ng« 
ture too often treſpaſs on the reader's patience. \. 
4 coup. not but thiak myſelf injured by the 
. proceedings of the Church ; and therefore, as | way 
denied a fair hearing, meant to defend the opi- 
. nions for which'l was condemned hetore the pubs 
BE a EIS. Fe | av 
I Have all along epdeavoured to treat my op« 
ponents with decency and charity ; and if I have 
treſpaſſcd on either, I beg the 'reader would ims 
pute it to ignorance "and .not deſign. For I am 
ſenſible: that 1t becomes Chriſtians, above all other 
men, to obſerve moderation and candour, ard 19 
treat each other with mildneſs, . whilſt contending 
for what they ſuppoſe to be truth,” * 1 
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